334                 Oliver Cromwell
I have my service accepted of the Saints, if the Lord will, but it is not so. Being of different judgments, and those of each sort seeking most to propagate their own, that spirit of kindness that is to all, is hardly accepted of any." When he tried to mediate between the fighting ecclesiastics, they turned on him as the two Israelites did on Moses, and asked, "Who made thee a prince or a judge over us?" Because he wished to support a national Church the Blackfriars preachers abused him as " The Old Dragon" and "The Man of Sin." Because he had not called a real Parliament, the Levellers accused him of high treason to " his lords the people of England." For what he had done and what he had left undone Cromwell was attacked by fanatics of all parties.
At the same time the position of the Republic had changed for the worse since the Little Parliament began to sit. The Dutch war still continued, and though Monk had gained two decisive victories, on June 3rd and July 31st, over the Dutch fleet, peace was still far off. The chief obstacle to it was the exorbitant terms which the Little Parliament demanded, and on this question also Cromwell was at issue with the men now in power. Peace had become a necessity to England as well as Holland, for in September it was discovered that there would be a deficit of over half a million on the estimates for the navy. A new insurrection, fanned by promises of Dutch aid, had broken out in Scotland. In England there was a marked revival of royalist feeling, and a plot for the surprise of